THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 22, 2011

Lokangaka Losambe
400 Old Milt
Burlington, Vermont 05405

Dear Lokangaka:

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. Many Americans have written to me about
human rights around the world, and I appreciate your perspective.

The United States was founded on the principles of freedom and equality, and our history
is, marked. with mumphb and. struggles in rulﬁllmg these. timeless ideals,, ‘Our task is never
ﬁmshed and protectmg thesa, core values isa shared obhga ion anci ‘ - for
Admm}stmtlon 1\30 nation should be. silent in the ﬁcfht agamst human rlghts v101at1ons When
mrownts in piacea lu(e Sudan Kyrgvzstan and- the Democrauc Repubhc of f“ongo are raped or
murdered 1t isa staln on. our collectlve conscience. [ am corrmltted 10’ remw goratmg Amenca S
leadurshlp ona range of international human rights issues.

As the struggle for human rights continues around the world, we have witnessed an
extraordinary change in the Middle East and North Africa. Country by country, people have
risen up across this region to. demand their basic human rlghts too often, these calls for change
have been answered by violence. The Umted States opposes the use of violence and repress*zo
against these men and women. Rather, we support a set of universal rights, including free
speeeh, the freedorn of peacetul assembly, freecorn of religion, equaiity for men acd worren
under the rule of law, and the right of people to choose their own leaders. We also support
political and economic reform in the Middle East and North Africa that can meet the Iegltlmate
aspirations of ordinary people throughout the region. While change ] may not come easily,
America will stand squarely on the side of those who are reaching for, their nghts knowing their
success will bring about a world that is more peaceful, more stable and more just.

As you may knm\ the Umted States has }omed the Umted Natzons Human Rights
Councﬂ (HRC) and is workmg to make thls body as effect' possxble_ Mv Admmxstratlon
WiH dlSO aﬂvocate for human rights n other mtemat ; nal_se 1] ings. In oyt relations Wlth ofher '
coanmf-s thc issué of human r1ghtq wﬁl contmue to be ralsed aS"cIéarIv,,berszsten‘ '
e‘"fpctl'fely as DO“Slblﬂ, Armnv otner thmgs we wﬂl contm e, to 'omote accountab;hty for




mass atrocities', respect for the rights of minorities and women, freedom of association and
speech, and the freedom for people to live as they choose and love whom they chose.

, Our commitment to human rights is an essential element of American foreign policy and

one of our best national security assets. Through it, we will help to shut down torture chambers,
replace tyranny with good governance, and enlist free nations in the common cause of liberty.
To learn more about my Administration's hundan rights agenda, please visit -

www HumanRights.gov or www. WhiteHouse gov/CPo. Thank you, again, for writing.

Sincerely,

YoNan il




