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NKYIN KYIN — CHANGING ONESELF: PLAYING MANY ROLES                SINCE 1975 

A Note from the Director of Headquarters 
James McCorkle 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, New York !
As	   we	   begin	   the	   New	   Year,	   our	   second	   newsle6er	   includes	  
important	   reminders:	   to	   renew	   your	   membership	   in	   the	   ALA	   and	  
invite	  colleagues	  to	  join,	  to	  consider	  proposing	  a	  panel	  or	  paper	  for	  
the	   upcoming	   ALA	   conference	   in	   Bayreuth	  
Germany	   (June	   3-‐6,	   2015),	   and	   guidelines	   for	  
applying	   for	   one	   of	   the	   travel	   grants	   for	  
members	   traveling	   from	   Africa	   to	   the	  
conference.	  	  

As	  our	  next	   conference	  will	   be	   in	  Bayreuth,	   it	   is	  
very	   appropriate	   to	   include	   Dr.	   Pia	   Thielmann’s	   brief	   history	   of	   the	  
Bayreuth	   African	   Studies	   Series	   [BASS],	   the	   important	   series	   founded	  
and	  published	  by	  the	  late	  Eckhard	  BreiVnger	  and	  Reinhard	  Sander.	  BASS	  
published	   not	   only	   scholarly	   arVcles	   but	   has	   also	   covered	   the	   arts,	  
sociology,	   religion,	   linguisVcs,	   and	   educaVon	   as	   well	   as	   legal	   and	  
economic	  issues.	  The	  ALA	  Newsle6er	  hopes	  to	  conVnue	  to	  publish	  upon	  
occasion	  short	  histories	  by	  the	  founders	  of	  various	  literary	  and	  scholarly	  
series	   that	   have	   published	  African	   and	  African	  Diaspora	   literature	   and	  
scholarship	   and	   thus	   have	   contributed	   significantly	   to	   contemporary	  
cultural	   producVon.	   	   I	   am	   grateful	   to	   Dr.	   Thielmann	   for	   iniVaVng	   this	  
feature	  of	  the	  Newsle6er.	  
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Please consider 
donating, or 

requesting your 
publisher donate a 

copy of your work to 
the ALA archives. 
Additionally, the 

Newsletter welcomes 
news of your latest 
book publications.  
Please continue to 

inform Headquarters 
of up-coming 

conferences, events, 
and calls-for-papers 

that are expressly 
relevant to the ALA 

membership. 
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!
The	  ALA	  Headquarters	   is	  grateful	   for	   the	  conVnuing	  support	  by	  Hobart	  and	  William	  Smith	  
Colleges,	  the	  College’s	  Africana	  Studies	  Program,	  and	  in	  parVcular	  the	  Provost’s	  Office	  and	  
Provost	   TiVlayo	   Ufomata.	   	   Their	   support	   is	   instrumental	   for	   not	   only	   the	   day-‐to-‐day	  
maintenance	  of	  the	  ALA,	  but	  also	  the	  hosVng	  of	  the	  ALA	  ExecuVve	  Retreat	  in	  October.	  	  One	  
of	   the	  highlights	  of	   the	  ExecuVve	  Retreat	   is	   the	   symposium,	  of	  which	   this	  was	   the	   fourth	  
year	   and	   conVnued	   the	   theme	   of	   exploring	   new	   perspecVves	   on	   African	   and	   African	  
Diaspora	  literature,	  film,	  and	  the	  arts.	  	  	  

The	   Headquarters	   seeks	   to	   build	   its	   archive	   of	   books—and	   other	   appropriate	   archival	  
materials—by	   ALA	  members.	   	   Please	   consider	   donaVng,	   or	   requesVng	   your	   publisher,	   to	  
donate	   a	   copy	   of	   your	   work	   to	   the	   ALA	   archives.	   AddiVonally,	   the	   Newsle6er	   welcomes	  
news	   of	   your	   latest	   book	   publicaVons.	   	   Please	   conVnue	   to	   inform	   Headquarters	   of	   up-‐
coming	   conferences,	   events,	   and	   calls-‐for-‐papers	   that	   are	   expressly	   relevant	   to	   the	   ALA	  
membership.	   	  As	  these	  are	  generally	  Vme-‐sensiVve	  announcements,	  we	  make	  every	  effort	  
to	  inform	  the	  membership	  at	  large	  as	  quickly	  as	  possible	  via	  e-‐mail.	   	  None	  of	  this	  would	  be	  
possible	  without	   the	   conVnued	  dedicaVon	  of	   our	  AdministraVve	   Secretary,	  Dot	  Vogt	  who	  
balances	   the	   needs	   of	   the	   ALA	   with	   her	   responsibiliVes	   to	   a	   variety	   of	   academic	  
departments	  and	  programs—from	  Africana	  Studies	  to	  WriVng	  and	  Rhetoric—at	  Hobart	  and	  
William	  Smith	  Colleges.	  

Looking	  ahead,	  please	  be	  alert	   for	   the	  upcoming	  ALA	  ElecVons—one	  must	  be	   currently	   a	  
member	  to	  vote,	  so	  please	  remember	  to	  renew	  your	  membership!	  The	  deadline	  for	  the	  ALA	  
conference	  has	  been	  extended	  to	  January	  31,	  2015,	  with	  noVficaVon	  by	  February	  15,	  2015.	  	  

We	  wish	  everyone	  all	  the	  best	  for	  2015—that	  the	  year	  has	  begun	  for	  all	  auspiciously! !
	  !
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Kadija	  George	  (who	  writes	  as	  Kadija	  Sesay)	  has	  been	  named	  one	  of	  three	  finalists	  
for	   the	   inaugural	  Glenna	   Luschei	   for	   African	   Poetry	   for	   her	   debut	   collecVon,	   Irki	  
(Peepal	  Tree	  Press,	  2013).	  Buy	  a	  copy	  of	  Irki	  and	  all	  profits	  go	  to	  chariVes	  helping	  
to	  fight	  Ebola	   in	  Sierra	  Leone.	  Regarding	  his	  selecVon	  of	   Irki	  as	  a	  finalist,	  novelist	  
and	   poet	   Chris	   Abani	   writes,	   “In	   this	   collecVon,	   Sesay	   a6empts	   to	  make	   a	   new	  
homeland	  for	  a	  self	  and	  for	  others	  who	  have	  lost	  theirs	  in	  the	  complex	  migraVons	  
and	  emigraVons	  of	  Africa	   .	   .	   .	   .	   These	  poems	  become	   the	  memories	  –	   close	  and	  
haunVng	  –	  of	  the	  reader.”	  

h6ps://www.facebook.com/IrkiPoetryBook	  !
Manu	  Herbstein’s	  The	  Boy	  who	  Spat	   in	   Sargren3’s	   Eye	   (Accra:	   Techmate,	   2014)	  
received	  one	  of	  three	  literary	  awards	  by	  the	  Bill	  Burt	  Literary	  Award	  FoundaVon	  
in	   Accra,	   Ghana.	   Herbstein’s	  Ama,	   a	   Story	   of	   the	   Atlan3c	   Slave	   Trade,	  won	   the	  
2002	   Commonwealth	   Writers	   Prize	   for	   the	   Best	   First	   Book.	   Brave	   Music	   of	   a	  
Distant	   Drum,	   a	   sequel	   to	  Ama,	  was	   published	   in	   Canada	   in	   2011.	  Akosua	   and	  
Osman	  won	   a	   Burt	   Award	   for	   African	   Literature	   in	   Ghana	   in	   2012.	  Ramseyer’s	  
Ghost,	  a	  poliVcal	  thriller	  set	  in	  Ghana	  in	  2050,	  was	  long-‐listed	  in	  the	  2013	  Kwani	  
Manuscript	  Project.	  !

Onyeka	   Iwuchukwu	   (nee	   Onyekuba)	   has	   published	   this	   past	   year	   the	   following	  
plays	  Our	  Hounourable	  Member	  (2014);	  Enough	  is	  Enough	  (2014);	  Choices	  (2014),	  and	  the	  children's	  
books,	  Emeka	  and	  Christmas	  Party	  (revised	  and	  published	  in	  2014).	  Earlier	  works	  include	  Sons	  For	  My	  
Son	   (1990);	   Into	   the	  World	   (1992);	  Regal	   Dance	   (1994);	  Whose	   Fault	   (1994);	   Like	   Father	   Like	   Son	  
(1994).	  	  	  !
Suzanne	   Ondrus’s	   poetry	   collecVon	   Passion	   Seeds	   won	   the	   2013	   Vernice	  
Quebodeaux	  Pathways	  Poetry	  Prize	  and	  was	  published	  March	  2014.It	  is	  the	  love	  
story	  of	  a	  Burkinabe	  man	  and	  an	  American	  woman,	  dispelling	   the	  noVon	  of	  a	  
post-‐racial	   America.	   Poet	   Patricia	   Jabbeh	  Wesley	  writes,	   “A	  provocaVve	  debut	  
collecVon	  that	  is	  brave	  and	  urgently	  necessary.	  It	  brilliantly	  brings	  us	  into	  a	  new	  
world	  where	  poetry	  is	  neither	  American	  nor	  African,	  where	  over	  and	  over,	  the	  
speaker	   in	  each	  poem	  discovers	  another	  world,	  another	  America	  and	  another	  
Africa,	  a	  larger	  world	  outside	  our	  vision	  of	  the	  world	  we	  thought	  we	  knew.”	  
	  h6p://li6leredtree.com/passion-‐seeds/	  !
Professor	  Jasper	  Onuekwusi	  of	  the	  Department	  of	  English,	  Imo	  State	  University	  is	  spending	  2014	  on	  
SabbaVcal	  Leave	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Port	  Harcourt	  all	  in	  Nigeria.	  In	  addiVon	  to	  teaching	  courses	  to 
postgraduate	  students,	  he	  is	  using	  the	  Vme	  to	  complete	  a	  trilogy	  that	  began	  with	  Hassan	  and	  the	  Car	  
Thieves,	  a	  popular	  children's	  story	  set	  in	  Nigeria.	  !
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!
Eustace	   Palmer	   and	   Ernest	   Cole	   have	   edited	   a	   collecVon	   of	   essays,	   Emerging	  
Perspec3ves	   on	   Syl	   Cheney	   Coker	   (Trenton:	   Africa	   World	   Press,	   2014)	   which	  
provides	  analyses	  of	  the	  works	  of	  Syl	  Cheney-‐Coker,	  as	  seen	  through	  the	  eyes	  of	  
different	  scholars	  and	  criVcs,	  and	  offers	  a	  comprehensive	  portrait	  of	  the	  wriVng	  of	  
arguably	  Sierra	  Leone’s	  leading	  writer.	  !
Peter	  Wuteh	  Vakunta,	  Assistant	  Professor	  of	  French	  &	  Chair	  of	  the	  Department	  of	  
Modern	  Languages	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Indianapolis,	  writes	  that	  he	  has	  published	  
three	   books	   this	   past	   year:	   Camfranglais:	   The	   Making	   of	   a	   New	   Language	   in	  
Cameroonian	   Literature	   (Langaa,	   2014);	   The	   Life	   and	   Times	   of	   a	   Cameroonian	  

Icon:	   Tribute	   to	   Lapiro	   de	   Mbanga	   Ngata	   Man	   (Langaa,	   2014);	   and	   Speak	   Camfranglais	   pour	   un	  
renouveau	  ongolais	  (Langaa,	  2014).	  !!!!!!!!!!
[Please send news of book publications (in the Modern Language Association’s bibliographic format), 
of literary prizes, and other professional news to James McCorkle, ALA Headquarters Director, 
mccorkle@hws.edu] 

!
Maya  Angelou.    Poet,  memoirist,  activist,    

the  United  States.  !
Daniel  Biyaoula.  Congolese  novelist.  !
Angela  Fubara.  Universit?  of  Science  and  

Technolog?  PorB  HarcourB,  Nigeria.    !
Ali  MazrFi.  Kenyan  scholar  and  Professor  at  

Binghamton  Universit?,  New  York  .    !
Asenath  Bole  Odaga.  Author,  publisher,  and    

activist,  Kisumu,  Kenya.  
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Since	  Professor	  Eckhard	  Brei2nger,	  publisher	  of	  
the	   Bayreuth	   African	   Studies	   Series	   [BASS],	  
passed	   on	   in	   2013	   at	   the	   age	   of	   only	   73,	   it	   is	  
appropriate	   to	   write	   a	   short	   history	   of	   his	  
publishing	  house,	  to	  honor	  his	  life’s	  work	  which	  
has	   become	   an	   ins2tu2on	   with	   a	   great	  
reputa2on	   and	   an	   appreciated	   plaForm	   for	  
academic	   discourse	   within	   the	  
field	   of	   Black	   Studies	   with	   a	  
focus	   on	   African	   literature	   and	  
theatre.	  

When	   Eckhard	   Brei2nger	   and	  
Reinhard	   Sander	   founded	   the	  
Bayreuth	   African	   Studies	   Series	  
and	   published	   the	   first	   volume	  
in	  1985,	  their	  goal	  was	  to	  collect	  
lectures	   by	   university	   guests	  
and	   have	   them	   available	   in	  
w r iOen	   fo rm	   fo r	   f u t u re	  
academic	   discussions	   and	  
research.	  At	   the	  beginning,	   this	  
project	   was	   published	   in	   co-‐
opera2on	   wi th	   a	   spec ia l	  
research	   project,	   “Iden2ty	   in	  
Africa”	   of	   the	  German	  Research	   Council	   (DFG)	  
and	   the	   then	   called	   Africa	   Area	   Studies	  
Programme	   of	   the	   University	   of	   Bayreuth,	  
Germany.	   Reinhard	   Sander,	   now	   Professor	   of	  
English	   at	   the	  University	   of	   Puerto	   Rico	   at	   Rio	  
Piedras,	   took	   up	   a	   posi2on	   at	   Hampshire	  
College	   in	   Amherst,	   MA,	   for	   the	   fall	   semester	  

1986	   and	   therefore	   had	   to	   leave	   the	   project.	  
His	   name	   appears	   as	   co-‐editor/co-‐publisher	   in	  
the	  first	  eight	  volumes	  and	  in	  the	  tenth	  volume.	  
This	   name-‐gap	   in	   BASS	   9,	   as	   well	   as	   the	   not	  
always	   matching	   chronology	   of	   volume	  
numbers	   and	   publica2on	   years	   thereaaer	  was	  
due	  to	  the	  fact	  that	  volume	  numbers	  and	  ISBN	  

numbers	  had	  to	  be	  allocated	  to	  
a	   certain	   project,	   which	   then	  
took	   longer	   to	   finish	   than	  
originally	  an2cipated.	  	  

With	   the	  expira2on	  of	   this	  DFG	  
p r o j e c t ,	   B A S S	   b e c a m e	  
Bre i2nger ’s	   independent ,	  
private	  publishing	  venture,	  with	  
all	   responsibili2es	   and	   risks	  
res2ng	   on	   his	   shoulders.	   The	  
format	   of	   the	   series	   indicated	  
the	  change,	   too.	  While	   the	  first	  
volumes	   were	   slim,	   printed	   at	  
the	   Bayreuth	   pr i son	   and	  
featured	   graphic	   cover	   designs,	  
the	   following	   volumes	   became	  

more	   elaborate	   and	  were	   printed	  
at	  a	  regional	  printer,	  and	  later	  aaer	  the	  closing	  
of	  Gräbner	  in	  Alladorf,	  switched	  to	  Rosch-‐Buch	  
in	   Scheßlitz,	   also	   in	   the	   beau2ful	   region.	   The	  
new	   look	   of	   the	   books	   featured	   covers	   with	  
colourful	   art	   work	   by	   African	   ar2sts	   or	  
photographs	   by	   the	   guest	   editors,	   or	   by	  
Brei2nger,	  a	  splendid	  photographer	  himself.	  As	  
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the	   target	   group	   for	   BASS	   worldwide	   is	  
rela2vely	   small	   and	   the	  work	  was	  done	  out	  of	  
idealism	   rather	   than	   with	   profit	   in	   mind,	   any	  
money	   coming	   in	  was	   immediately	   invested	   in	  
the	  next	  book	  project.	  The	  editors	  or	  authors	  of	  
the	   ind iv idua l	   vo lumes	   were	   now	   a	  
heterogeneous	  group,	  ranging	  from	  established	  
interna2onal	   senior	   scholars	   and	   ar2sts	   to	  
equally	   interna2onal	   young	   PhDs	   who	  
published	   their	   (in	   at	   least	   two	   cases	   prize	  
winning)	   disserta2ons	   with	   BASS.	   Some	   of	  
them	  but	  by	  no	  means	  all	  were	  in	  one	  form	  or	  
other	   aOached	   to	   the	   University	   of	   Bayreuth	  
while	  wri2ng	  	  or	  edi2ng	  their	  project,	  but	  other	  
projects	   were	   offered	   	   to	   Brei2nger	  
independently,	   solely	   based	   on	   his	   and	   BASS’s	  
good	  reputa2on.	  BASS	  has	  published	  mainly	   in	  
English,	   occasionally	   in	   French,	   African	  
languages	  or	  German.	  Its	  focus	  lies	  on	  literature	  
and	   theater	   but	   has	   also	   covered	   the	   arts,	  
sociology,	  religion,	  educa2on,	   legal	   issues,	  eco,	  
economic	   and	   linguis2cs,	   issues,	   as	   well	   as	  
music.	  While	  its	  main	  body	  consists	  of	  scholarly	  
secondary	   l iterature,	   is	   also	   contains	  
interviews,	   a	   novel	   and	   poetry;	   in	   addi2on	   to	  
paper	  products,	   there	  are	  also	  CDs	  with	  music	  
and	   read	   texts.	   BASS	   books	   were	   widely	  
reviewed	   in	   interna2onal	   scholarly	   journals.	  
Eckhard	   Brei2nger	   would	   freely	   give	   his	  
permission	   for	   republica2on	   of	   BASS	   books	   in	  
other	  countries	  (when	  he	  was	  asked).	  He	  would	  
also	   co-‐operate	   with	   publishers	   in	   Africa	   in	  
order	   to	   simplify	   the	   access	   of	   the	   books	   in	  
African	   countries.	   In	   prac2ce,	   to	   my	   best	  
knowledge	  and	  experience	  with	  Kachere	  Series,	  
Malawi,	   he	   would	   put	   the	   name	   and	   logo	   of	  
that	   publisher	   on	   the	   book	   cover	   and	   provide	  

the	   publisher	   with	   a	   certain	   amount	   of	   free	  
copies.	   As	   a	   2ny	   private	   venture,	   Eckhard	  
Brei2nger,	  and	  aaer	  he	  had	  taken	  me	  on	  board	  
as	   co-‐editor	   in	  2003,	  he	  and	   I	   together,	  would	  
peddle	  his	  wares	  at	  (ALA)	  conferences.	  	  

As	   of	   today,	   there	   are	   91	   numbered	   BASS	  
volumes	   and	   16	   unnumbered	   volumes.	   The	  
official	   BASS	   website	   (www.brei2nger.org)	   has	  
not	  been	  updated	  for	  a	  long	  2me.	  As	  the	  owner	  
of	  BASS	  now,	  this	  will	  be	  my	  long-‐nights	  winter	  
project.	   In	  the	  mean2me,	  there	  is	  a	  website	  at	  
<hOp://www.uo.uni-‐bayreuth.de/de/emeri2/
eckhard-‐brei2nger/index.html>	   for	   and	   about	  
Eckhard	   Brei2nger	   that	   includes	   a	   list	   of	   all	  
BASS	  books.	  	  	  

The	  next	  BASS	  volume	  will	  be	  the	  realiza2on	  of	  
Eckhard	   Brei2nger’s	   long-‐planned	   project:	   a	  
selec2on	  of	  his	  own	  essays.	  Though	  he	  had	  had	  
the	  2tle	   for	  years,	  he	  had	  put	  the	  work	  on	  the	  
back	   burner	   for	   the	   sake	   of	   other	   scholars’	  
ongoing	   projects.	   Tricksters,	   Trances,	   Tragic	  
Muses	  shall	  finally	  see	  the	  light	  of	  day	  in	  2015.	  	  

!
!

!
!
!
!
!

!!
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Colonial	   fantasies	   have	   imagined	   the	  African	   con2nent	   as	   the	   incarna2on	  of	   the	  past,	   banning	   it	  
into	   a	   “wai2ng	   room	   of	   history”	   (Chakrabarty)	   where	   it	   was	   doomed	   to	   eternally	   lag	   behind	  
(Western)	  futures.	  Those	  fantasies	  are	  conceptualiza2ons	  that	  veil	  other	  reali2es	  and	  changes	  that	  
have	  always	  been	  going	  on–oaen	  being	   silenced,	   loudly	   ignored	  and	  violently	   repressed.	  Cultural	  
and	   poli2cal	  movements	   on	   the	   African	   con2nent	   and	   its	   diasporas	   have	   found	   varying	  ways	   to	  
cope	  with	  and	  resist	  these	  colonialist	  fantasies,	  imagining	  Black	  futures	  of	  na2onal	  as	  well	  as	  global	  
agendas.	   Increasingly,	   Black	   visions	   of	   the	   future	   have	   nourished	   and	   rewriOen	   Western	  
conceptualiza2ons	   of	   Africa	   as	   well	   as	   of	   Blackness.	   Moreover,	   they	   keep	   changing	   the	   African	  
con2nent,	  its	  diasporas,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  world.	  Poli2cal	  changes	  such	  as	  the	  upheavals	  of	  
the	  student	  protests,	  e.g.	  in	  Senegal,	  Burkina,	  Maghreb,	  the	  end	  of	  apartheid,	  radical	  changes,	  e.g.,	  
in	   Rwanda,	   and	   the	   Arab	   revolu2on,	   generate	   new	   discourses	   and	   cultural	   changes.	   Steadily	  
increasing	   economic	   growth,	   growing	   coopera2on	  with	   the	  Asian	   network,	   as	  well	   as	   the	   rise	   of	  
new	   middle	   classes	   in	   many	   countries—open	   unexpected	   perspec2ves.	   New	   approaches	   in	  
literature	   and	   the	   arts	   create	   new	   intertextuali2es	   and	   epistemologies	   that	   also	   welcome	  
interdisciplinary	   conversa2ons	  and	  connec2ons	   to	  enrich	  ways	  of	  understanding	   the	  world	   in	   the	  
humani2es.	   In	   recent	   years,	   emerging	   technologies	   and	   the	   digi2za2on	   of	   the	   world	   keep	  
transgressing	  conven2onal	  paOerns	  of	  communica2on.	  In	  all,	  global	  entanglements	  and	  interac2ons	  
are	   revolu2onized,	   invi2ng	   us	   into	   a	   new	   age.	   Literature	   and	   other	   cultural	  means	   of	   expression	  
(film,	   fine	   arts,	   performing	   arts,	   internet	   etc.)	   offer	   a	   space	   that	   allows	   us	   to	   enter	   futures	   thus	  
generated.	   These	   conceptualiza2ons	   of	   future	   permit	   us	   to	   imagine	   the	   world	   differently,	   to	  
intervene	   in	   memories	   and	   mold	   the	   present.	   In	   doing	   so,	   fic2on	   in	   general	   and	   AfroFic2on	   in	  
par2cular	  conceptualizes	  futures	  via	  narra2on	  in	  order	  to	  conjure	  the	  futures	  of	  our	  common	  world	  
in	  terms	  of	  new	  epistemologies.	  !

Possible	  thema-c	  foci	  could	  be	  
•	  Conceptualiza2on	  of	  future	  in	  literature/film/social	  media	  
•	  Visions	  of	  the	  Future	  in	  Africa,	  its	  Diasporas	  and	  beyond	  
•	  Entangled	  Futures:	  Africa/n	  Diasporas	  and	  Europe/North	  America	  
•	  Africa/Asia⇔Africa/Americas:	  a	  compara2ve	  approach	  of	  conceptualiza2ons	  of	  future	  
•	  Genres	  for/of	  the	  future	  (e.g.	  Science	  Fic2on,	  Neo-‐-‐-‐polar)	  
•	  The	  future	  of	  gender	  and	  sexuality/queer	  futuri2es	  
•	  The	  future	  of	  literary	  studies	  in	  the	  21st	  century	  
•	  Utopias,	  dystopias	  
•	  Afrofuturism	  
•	  Petro-‐-‐-‐culture	  and	  the	  energies	  of	  modernity:	  mining	  and	  resource	  conflicts	  
•	  The	  futures	  of	  environmental	  representa2on	  and	  environmental	  jus2ce:	  
environmentalisms,	  climate	  change	  adapta2on	  and	  migra2ons	  of	  disease	  across	  species	  and	  
na2ons	  
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•	  Environmental	  humani2es/risk/apocalypse	  
•	  Social	  models	  
•	  Rebellions/revolu2ons–re-‐loaded/renewed	  
•	  Arab	  Spring/African	  Spring	  
•	  Social	  media	  and	  genre-‐-‐-‐crossing:	  African(-‐Diasporic)	  literatures	  and/in	  the	  Digital	  Age	  
•	  Preemp2ve	  literature	  
•	  LiOérature	  d’urgence	  

	  
We	  invite	  papers	  and	  panels	  that	  contribute	  to	  the	  reflec2on	  on	  the	  conference	  theme.	  However,	  as	  
is	  tradi2onally	  the	  case	  with	  ALA	  conferences,	  other	  explora2ons	  of	  any	  aspects	  related	  to	  African	  
and	  Diaspora	  literatures	  are	  also	  welcome.	  To	  submit	  proposals,	  please	  send	  abstracts	  of	  up	  to	  500	  
words	   for	   individual	   papers	   or	   panels	   by	   January	   31,	   2015	   to	   ala2015@uni-‐bayreuth.de.	   Please	  
make	  sure	  to	  include	  your	  name,	  affilia2on,	  e-‐mail	  and	  paper	  2tle	  with	  the	  abstract.	  For	  panels,	  the	  
cons2tuent	  paper	  proposals	  must	  be	  submiOed	  along	  with	  the	  proposal	  for	  the	  panel.	  No2fica2ons	  
of	  acceptance	  will	  be	  sent	  beginning	  late	  October	  2014.	  According	  to	  ALA	  policy,	  all	  presenters	  are	  
expected	  to	  pay	  membership	  dues	  for	  the	  calendar	  year	  of	  the	  conference.	  Membership	  dues	  are	  
separate	  from	  conference	  registra2on	  fees.	  For	  further	  informa2on	  please	  visit:	  www.ala2015.com	  !
	  !!!!!!!!!
!

!
Mission Statement !

The African Literature Association is an independent non-profit 
professional society open to scholars, teachers and writers from 
every country. It exists primarily to facilitate the attempts of a 
world-wide audience to appreciate the efforts of African writers and 
artists. The organization welcomes the participation of all who 
produce the object of our study and hopes for a constructive 
interaction between scholars and artists. The ALA as an 
organization affirms the primacy of the African peoples in shaping 
the future of African literature and actively supports the African 
peoples in their struggle for liberation. 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ALA	   dues	   are	   for	   the	   Calendar	   Year.	   	   Membership	   fees	   cons2tute	   the	   biggest	   source	   of	  
funding	  for	  ALA	  ac2vi2es;	  maintaining	  our	  status	  as	  the	  world’s	  preeminent	  organiza2on	  for	  
the	   study	   and	   promo2on	   of	   African	   literature	   depends	   on	   your	   regular	   membership	  
support.	  	  !
Membership	  Benefits	  

Free	  subscrip2on	  to	  Journal	  of	  the	  African	  Literature	  Associa2on	  (JALA),	  ALA’s	  scholarly	  journal.	  ! Discounted	   subscrip2on	   to	   Research	   in	   African	   Literatures	   (RAL),	   premier	   scholarly	   journal	   in	   African	  
literary	  studies.	  ! Opportunity	  to	  present	  a	  paper	  at	  the	  annual	  scholarly	  mee2ng	  and	  receive	  outstanding	  feedback	  from	  
peers,	   juniors,	   and	   seniors.	   (The	  2015	   conference	  will	   be	  held	   in	  Bayreuth,	  Germany,	  on	   June	  3-‐6.	   See	  
more:	  www.ala2015.com)	  ! Opportunity	   to	   compete	   for	   scholarly	   awards	   such	   as	   Book	  of	   the	   Year	  Award,	   First	   Book	  Award,	   Best	  
Ar2cle	  Award,	  and	  Graduate	  Student	  Best	  Essay	  Award.	  There	  are	  awards	  for	  crea2ve	  wri2ng	  such	  as	  the	  
Fonlon-‐Nichols	  and	  Book	  of	  the	  Year	  Crea2ve	  Wri2ng	  awards.	  Travel	  awards	  subsidize	  members	  based	  in	  
Africa	  to	  aOend	  the	  annual	  mee2ng.	  Service	  awards	  recognize	  dedicated	  service	  to	  the	  organiza2on.	  To	  
learn	  more,	  go	  to	  www.africanlit.org	  and	  click	  on	  Awards	  

	  	  
There	  are	  several	  other	  benefits	  of	  ALA	  membership,	  including	  serving	  the	  organiza2on,	  nomina2ng	  someone	  
to	   serve,	   receiving	   up	   to	   date	   professional	   advancement	   important	   informa2on	   from	   the	  ALA	   listserv	   (job	  
vacancies,	  fellowship	  announcements,	  conference	  calls,	  etc),	  and	  more.	  
	  	  
New	  memberships	  and	  renewals	  and	  reduced	  rate	  subscrip2ons	  to	  Research	  in	  African	  Literature	  should	  be	  
paid	  by	  check	  or	  postal	  money	  order	  made	  out	  to	  the	  ALA	  and	  sent	  to	  the	  following	  address:	  !

Mohamed	  Kamara,	  Treasurer	  
African	  Literature	  Associa2on	  
Department	  of	  Romance	  Languages	  
Washington	  and	  Lee	  University	  
Lexington,	  VA	  24450	  
(540)458-‐8475	  
kamaram@wlu.edu	  (enquiries)	  	  
alatreasury@wlu.edu	  (payments	  via	  PayPal)	  !

Checks	  should	  be	  wriOen	  in	  U.S.	  dollars	  and	  drawn	  on	  a	  U.S.	  bank	  or	  a	  U.S.	  correspondent	  bank.	  	  We	  do	  not	  
accept	  credit	  card	  payments.	   	  Payment	  can	  be	  made	  electronically	  through	  PayPal	  at	  www.paypal.com;	  this	  
account	  will	  allow	  you	  to	  use	  money	  from	  your	  bank	  account	  or	  credit	  card	  to	  pay	  the	  ALA	  Treasury	  directly.	  	  
In	  order	  to	  u2lize	  PayPal,	  you	  must	  establish	  your	  own	  PayPal	  account.	   	  Once	  you	  have	  done	  that,	  you	  may	  
send	  the	  ALA	  dues	  to	  alatreasury@wlu.edu.	   	  You	  will	  receive	  an	  automated	  receipt	  sta2ng	  that	  your	  money	  
has	  been	  received.	  	  Please	  add	  $2	  to	  your	  dues	  if	  paying	  by	  PayPal.	  	  Save	  postage	  money	  and	  go	  online	  here	  
to	  renew:	  hOp://africanlit.org/membership/	  !
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As	  you	  renew	  your	  membership,	  please	  consider	  dona2ng	  to	  the	  ALA	  to	  enable	  it	  do	  even	  more	  for	  all	  of	  us	  
and	   for	   African	   literary	   studies.	  We	   increasingly	   need	   to	   spend	  more	   on	   cri2cal	   things	   that	   advance	   our	  
mission	  such	  as	  publica2ons,	  awards,	  travel	  grants,	  top-‐notch	  website	  and	  membership	  list	  maintenance.	  

Your	  Name:	  ______________________________________________________________________________	  

Your	  Preferred	  E-‐mail	  Address:	  _______________________________________________________________	  

Your	  Professional	  Affilia2on:	  _________________________________________________________________	  

Your	  Preferred	  Mailing	  Address	  (please	  include	  your	  name,	  street/Postal	  Box,	  City,	  State/Province,	  Country,	  
and	  Postal	  Code):	  	  

__________________________________________________________________________________	  (Name)	  

__________________________________________________________________	  (Street	  Address	  or	  P.O.	  Box)	  

________________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  (City)	  

___________________________________________________________________________	  (State/Province)	  

___________________________________________________________________	  (Country	  and	  Postal	  Code)	  

!
Membership	  Rates !

	  _____African	  Student	  in	  Africa	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $10	  

	  _____Sponsor	  a	  Student	   $20	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  in	  Africa	  or	  elsewhere	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Give	  name	  and	  email,	  or	  let	  ALA	  make	  the	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  award)	  
_____Student	  elsewhere	  	   $20	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

_____Income	  under	  $20K	   $20	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

_____Income	  $20,001	  to	  $45,000	   $50	  	  	  	  	  	  

_____Income	  $45,001	  to	  $75,000	  	   $75	  	  	  	  	  

_____Income	  $75,001	  &	  over	   $100	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

_____Ins2tu2onal	  Member	   $250	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

_____Sponsor,	  Individual	  	   $150	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  _____Sponsor,	  Corporate	   $1000+	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  _____Life	  Member	   $1500	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Payable	  in	  5	  annual	  payments	  of	  $300	  

!!!!!
_____Dona2on	  to	  the	  ALA:	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $________	  

_____Dona2on	  to	  ALA	  Awards:	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $________	  

_____Dona2on	  to	  ALA	  Travel	  Grant:	  $________	  

!
Discounted	  Individual	  Subscrip2on	  rates	  to	  
Research	  in	  African	  Literature:	  !
_____Addresses	  in	  the	  U.S.	  	   $42.50	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

_____Other	  Addresses	   $60.50	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

!
Total	  Enclosed:	   	   	   $__________  !!
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The	  African	  Literature	  Associa@on	  (ALA)	  is	  pleased	  to	  announce	  the	  ALA	  Travel	  Grant	  Award	  which	  
provides	   three	   $1,000	   awards	   to	  members	   traveling	   from	   Africa	   to	   the	   associa3on’s	   conference.	  
Priority	  is	  given	  to	  early	  career	  applicants.	   

Eligible	   applicants	   should	   demonstrate	   1)	   scholarship;	   2)	   financial	   need;	   and	   3)	   ability	   to	  
supplement	  grant	  award. 

ALA	  Travel	  Grant	  Applica@ons	  must	  include	  the	  following	  documents: 

1.	   2	  page	  cover	  leEer	   including	  2tle	  and	  abstract	  of	  conference	  paper	  to	  be	  presented	  at	  ALA	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
conference;	  !
2.	   2	  page	  Curriculum	  Vitae	  or	   résumé	   (including	  ALA	   travel	  grant	  awards	   received	  within	   the	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
past	   three	   [3]	   years	   ,	   teaching	   and/or	   research	   experience	   and	   interests,	   professional	  mee2ngs/
conferences	  aOended,	  with	  dates,	  place	  and	  2tles	  of	  papers	  presented,	  current	  university	  affilia2on,	  
if	  applicable);	  and	  !
3.	   2	   leEers	  of	  recommenda@on.	  Each	   leOer	  shall	  be	  no	  more	  than	  2	  pages,	  and	  shall	   include	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
contact	   and	   brief	   biographical	   informa2on	   of	   recommender.	   	   Recommender	   CV	   or	   résumé	   not	  
needed.	  

Please	  send	  your	  complete	  applica2on	  on	  or	  before	  February	  15,	  2015	  to	  both	  
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Samuel	  Zadi	  by	  email:	  samuel.zadi@utsa.edu	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  or	  mail:	  Department	  of	  Modern	  Languages	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  University	  of	  Texas	  San	  Antonio	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  One	  UTSA	  Circle	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  San	  Antonio,	  TX	  	  78249	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   
Patrice	  Nganang	  by	  email:	  	  nganang@hotmail.com	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  or	  mail:	  Cultural	  Analysis	  and	  Theory	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Stony	  Brook	  University	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Stony	  Brook,	  NY	  11794	  !

The	  2015	  conference	  will	  be	  held	  June	  3-‐6,	  2015	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Bayreuth,	  Germany.	  For	  more	  
informa2on,	  visit	  the	  African	  Literature	  Associa2on	  website	  at	  hOp://africanlit.org/. 

!
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  For	  the	  2015	  Annual	  Conference;	  University	  of	  Bayreuth	  in	  Bayreuth,	  Germany	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  June	  3-‐6,	  2015 
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Film,	  Visual	  and	  Media	  Caucus	  
P.	  Julie	  Papaioannou,	  Chair	  (Senior	  Lecturer	  French	  &	  Francophone	  Studies	  Modern	  
Languages	  and	  Cultures,	  University	  of	  Rochester);	  julie.papaioannou@rochester.edu	  

!
Francophone	  Caucus	  
Alix	  Pierre,	  Chair	  (World	  Languages	  &	  and	  Literature	  African	  Diaspora	  &	  the	  World,	  
Spelman	  College);	  apierre2@spelman.edu	  	  
Christophe	  Konkobo,	  Vice-‐Chair	  (French	  &	  Francophone	  Literature,	  Theatre	  &	  Film,	  
Aus2n	  Peay	  State	  University)	  
Paul	  N.	  Touré,	  Secretary	  (French	  and	  Francophone	  Studies,	  Millikin	  University)	  	  
Edgard	  Coly,	  Treasurer	  (French	  and	  Francophone	  Studies,	  Monterey	  Ins2tute	  of	  
Interna2onal	  Studies)	  !!
Graduate	  Student	  Caucus	  of	  the	  ALA	  
Lindsey	  ZancheXn,	  Chair	  (Auburn	  University);	  laz0002@auburn.edu	  	  
MaEhew	  Omelsky,	  Treasurer	  	  
J.	  Coplen	  Rose,	  Communica2ons	  Officer	  	  
Ella	  Sonja	  West,	  Member-‐at-‐Large	  	  
Ann	  Reading,	  Member-‐at-‐Large	  !!
Luso-‐Hispanophone	  Caucus	  of	  the	  ALA	  	  
Ana	  Catarina	  Teixeira,	  Chair	  (Emory	  University);	  ana.teixeira@emory.edu	  
Véronique	  Solange	  Okome-‐Beka,	  Vice-‐Chair	  (Ecole	  Normale	  Supérieure,	  Libreville,	  
Gabon)	  
Brianna	  Medeiros,	  Treasurer	  (Brown	  University)	  	  
Pierre	  Paulin	  O.	  Atouba,	  Secretary	  (Université	  de	  Yaounde)	  !!
Transla@on	  Caucus	  of	  the	  ALA	  
Ghirmai	  Negash,	  President	  (term	  ends	  in	  2015)	  	  (Ohio	  University);	  negashg@ohio.edu  
Moradewun	  Adejunmobi,	  Vice-‐President	  (University	  of	  California-‐Davis) 
Marjolijn	  de	  Jager,	  Treasurer	  	  (Translator,	  Scholar)  
Adeleke	  Adeeko,	  Secretary	  (Ohio	  State)	  !!
Women’s	  Caucus	  of	  the	  ALA	  
Cathy	  Kroll,	  President	  (Department	  of	  English,	  Sonoma	  State	  University);	  
kroll@sonoma.edu	  
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